Similarities of the cataleptic state induced by beta-endorphin and morphine.
A variety of behavioral tests were used to characterize the cataleptic state induced by various treatments. Besides catalepsy, posture, locomotion, rigidity and the presence of reflexive responses were assessed. Measures of analgesia and body temperature were taken. The behavioral profiles of beta-endorphin, morphine, etonitazene, haloperidol, arecoline and GABA were compared at the time maximal catalepsy scores were obtained. Results indicated that, for an equivalent degree of catalepsy, the profile of beta-endorphin was similar to that of opiates, except for changes in body temperature; beta-endorphin's profile differed markedly from that of haloperidol, arecoline and GABA. Catalepsy was less pronounced with the latter two drugs. There were similarities in the behavioral profile of haloperidol and arecoline.